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Continuing to
make a difference

A message from Our Executive Director

On any given day in Morris and Sussex Counties there are over 450 children in the
foster care system. These children are shuffled from placement to placement,
constantly having to adjust to new surroundings, new caregivers and many times
to new schools.

This year 404 of these children had a CASA volunteer to be their voice, make sure
they had the appropriate educational and medical resources they required, and
hold their hands to guide them through the cavernous foster care system into the
light of a safe, permanent, nurturing home.

CASA volunteers worked to see 151 children reach a place of permanency and enjoy better tomorrows.

The stories and accomplishments of our CASA volunteers are what keep me going when | am at my desk
working behind-the-scenes at CASA.

When a judge quotes from a CASA volunteer’s court report and makes her decision for the case based
on a CASA volunteer’s recommendations, CASA has truly made a difference.

When a teen who has run away and doesn’t know where to turn reaches out and calls her CASA
volunteer, CASA has truly made a difference.

When a foster parent calls the CASA office to tell me that due to the support and dedication of a CASA
volunteer, he has decided to adopt his foster child, CASA has truly made a difference.

When a birth mother tells me that she was able to concentrate on her difficult road to sobriety because
she had the support of a CASA volunteer and because she knew the volunteer was watching out for her
child, CASA has truly made a difference.

Our CASA volunteers are making a difference, in small and in heroic ways - all adding up to better
tomorrows for vulnerable children.

| am so grateful for the continued support of our CASA volunteers and our donors.
Our work together is just beginning.

Koiise Buaraby Firkad)

Lisa Barsky Firkser, Ph.D.

Executive Director

Highlights of Fiscal Year 2014
July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014

Program
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Administrative
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Total: $540,727
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$230,751

Special Events
$220,106
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$83,093
Corporate
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In Kind
$19,036

REVENUE
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This past year...

404 Children have been served - our largest yearly number ever
151 Children have found safe, loving homes

167 Active Volunteers have been involved

8,399 Hours of Services have been provided by volunteers
69,544 Miles Have Been Driven in New Jersey by volunteers

$212,747 of Child Advocacy Services Have Been Provided
based on an hourly dollar value of $25.33 in 2013, as calculated by the
Independent Sector.

Look into the eyes of a child you love
and think about what you hope they
will experience in life. Then, think of
a child in placement who truly knows
what fear, loneliness, pain, sadness
and despair are. Doesn’t he/she
deserve a chance to achieve at least a
few of those same good experiences?
These children are so very fragile.

We have to care and help wherever
we can!

- L. Straub, CASA Volunteer

The CASA provides a degree of
stability in the child’s life. Particularly
in a situation where the child is
subjected to multiple placements,

the CASA is a constant presence.

- L. Gibson, CASA Volunteer

There is a need in our world for
kindness and understanding.
Children should not have to bear

the burden of being raised in major
dysfunction. Whatever we can do to
make even one child’s life better will
pay dividends down the road.

- CASA Volunteer

I like being that bridge that makes
sure that a child is getting all of
the services they need - being that
consistent person.

- C. Gildersleeve, CASA Volunteer

As a former Marine, my ambition in
life as a young teen was to serve
and protect my country, and |

really enjoy the fact that | am still
serving my country in a new light by
protecting and serving children

as a CASA volunteer.

- D. Balaguer, CASA Volunteer




Highlights of 2014

CASA Initiates Fostering Futures to Transition Youth from Foster Care to Adulthood

Fostering Futures prepares youth in foster care for adulthood
before they age-out of the system and no longer receive the
resources and supervision mandated by federal law for foster
children. Most of these teens struggle toward independence and
are at high risk of becoming homeless, pregnant or incarcerated.

They also face challenges in school, employment, housing
stability, and maintaining positive relationships with

caring adults.

For as long as he could remember,
Joseph lived a transient life with his
mother. One morning he woke up and
found that his mother had left town,
leaving him to fend for himself. Joseph
was completely alone at age 16 and
unprepared to be self-sufficient.

He entered the foster-care system, and

Currently 20 youth are assigned to CASA volunteer mentors and was urgently assigned a CASA volunteer.

are already showing positive outcomes in the areas of education,
employment, housing, life skills and physical/behavioral health.

CASA must take on the role to reverse negative outcomes, and
guide and empower youth to become their own advocates.
The Fostering Futures program will prepare them to achieve
their full potential beyond foster care.

This volunteer helped him navigate the

child-welfare system, and is now acting
as a mentor through our new Fostering
Futures program to prepare Joseph for
independent living.

CASA Volunteer, Dot Walek
adds to the weaving

At CASA, We Weave Lives Together

Over 75 people came together to enjoy food, live music and fellowship as we
recognized our volunteers for their dedication and years of service. Staff,
Board Members and Volunteers all participated in the activity to literally
weave strands of hand-dyed yarn and ribbons onto a 100 year old spinning
wheel. The event was made possible by the collaboration and support of
Lynn Devereux of the Page Hill Foundation and Susie Schub, President

of Caring Capital™, an arts consulting firm that designs and leads
philanthropic arts events. Monica Litvany, a local artist, guided guests as
they added to the weaving.

We are all part of this fabric that is called humanity and CASA helps to keep
that fabric together by being a strong and supportive system for children in
foster care. CASA helps to make sure that children have the happiest endings

possible. | have been fortunate through my work as a CASA to see so many
happy endings.

L. Specter, CASA volunteer

Lisa Firkser, First Lady of New Jersey Mary Pat Christie,
and Christina Baker Kline

Mindy Beck, Ron Olerenshaw, and Aimee Ross

Over 200 People Come Out to Give A Child A Voice

On May 8th, we held our Give a Child a Voice annual fundraising gala honoring longtime CASA ambassador and child advocate
Mindy Beck, who has been a CASA volunteer since 1997, and has advocated for 10 children over the last 17 years.

It was in Mindy Beck’s home that the National Council of Jewish Women voted to start a CASA chapter in Morris County back
in 1986. Mindy currently serves on our Board of Trustees. The first foster child for whom she advocated attended the gala
and spoke about the positive impact she had on his life.

At the event, New York Times Best Selling author Christina Baker Kline presented her newest book, Orphan Train, whose main
characters mirror the youth served by CASA. Their uncertain futures and yearnings to belong are typical of many children in
the foster care system.

First Lady of New Jersey, Mary Pat Christie, attended the gala to show her support for CASA and learn more about our
mission and the plight of foster children in Morris and Sussex Counties.

No Matter the Weather -
the Community Supports CASA

A deluge of rain did not deter the dedicated runners and
walkers who participated in the Tenth Annual Lawyers for
Kids 5K Run event on July 10th. This run is a partnership
between the Morris County Bar Foundation and CASA of
Morris and Sussex Counties.

The Honorable Michael Wright sang “America the
Beautiful,” and the Honorable Thomas Weisenbeck
signaled runners to start. The total registration of
runners, walkers and children for the kids gallop was 526,
which was very impressive for such a rainy evening.

“The Morris County Bar Foundation has been a special
friend and strong supporter of CASA for over ten years. They are a group of lawyers dedicated to giving back to the
community,” says Lisa Firkser, Executive Director.



The Morris School
District Supports CASA
with Coins for a Cause
CASA of Morris and Sussex

Counties was the top vote-getter
in the Morris School District’s 2014

Coins for a Cause charity fundraiser.

As the winning charity, CASA was
awarded $12,000, from students’
coin collections and an additional
$1,000 which was contributed by
Provident Bank, Coins for a Cause
partner.

Students and Faculty representing the Morris School District

Coins for a Cause is part of the Morris School District’s innovative civics and character education curriculum
which strives to make clear the connection between casting an informed vote and the outcome of an election.

The Morris School District is to be commended for its commitment to teaching children the importance of
voting and giving back to the community in such a tangible and meaningful way.

Morris and Sussex Counties Go Blue for CASA

To raise awareness for children who are victims of abuse and neglect
during April's National Child Abuse Awareness and Prevention Month,
New Jersey’s Governor Chris Christie designated Friday, April 4th,

as "CASA Child Advocate Day.” CASA of Morris and Sussex Counties
recognized this day by engaging the community to “Go Blue” by wearing
denim to school or work. Each participant donated $5 to CASA. The goal
of this event was not only to raise funds, but also to heighten awareness
of the plight of the most vulnerable children in the community. Law
firms, businesses and schools participated to raise over $15,000.

Thank You to Our Supporters this Fiscal Year

It takes a Community to fund CASA of Morris and Sussex Counties. Thank you to the Businesses, Community Groups,
Corporations, Foundations, and Schools who supported us this year. Our donors are all very important to us.
To protect the privacy of our individual donors, we have not listed their names.

Actavis

Assured Guaranty

Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Berman Rosenbach

The Black Horse Tavern and Pub
Blount & Lavin

Blue Knights NJ Chapter IX
Bressler, Amery & Ross

The Buzak Law Group

Caristia, Kulsar & Wade

Catholic Book Publishing

Chester Lions Club

Community Foundation of NJ
Connect One Bank

Crum & Forster

Davis & Hepplewhite Funeral Home
Deutsche Bank

Dyson Foundation

Eastern Propane

Ernst & Young

F.M. Kirby Foundation

First Hope Bank

First Presbyterian Church of Mendham
Fischer Barr & Wissinger

Frank Anthony Salon & Spa
Franklin School-Roxbury School District
George & Martha’s American Grille
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
Goldberg Segalla

Green Pond Women'’s Club
Greenberg Traurig

Gruber, Colabella & Liuzza
Hanover Park High School

Harding Elementary School

Head Family Charitable Foundation
Hedge Funds Care/Help for Children
The Hyde and Watson Foundation
Investors Bank

Investors Bank Foundation
Jefferson Township Schools

John A. & Margaret Post Foundation
The John Bickford Foundation

JP Morgan Chase
Junior Woman'’s Club of Sparta
Kiwanis Club of Greater Parsippany

Knights of Columbus -
George Washington Council

Knollwood Elementary School

Korn Hynes Advertising

Krogh's Restaurant and Brew Pub
Lakeland Bank

Law Office of Ann M. Pompelio

Leshner, Franchino & Company

Lincoln Park Elementary School

Lovas, Akselrad & Joseph

MACH Creative Services

McCarter & English

McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter
Mellinger, Sanders, Kartzman & Tettemer
Mendham Country Day School

MetLife

MetLife Foundation

Morris County Bar Foundation

Morris County Children’s Home Foundation
Morris County Community Development

Morris County School Business Officials
Association

Morris School District
Morristown Jewish Center

National Council of Jewish Women,
West Morris

National Court Appointed
Special Advocate Association

Netcong Elementary School
New Jersey Sports Medicine

Newcomers Friends & Neighbors of
Morristown

Nisivoccia

Ogdensburg Public School
Olive Lucy’s Kitchen Table
The Page Hill Foundation
Phil's Foreign Car Service
The Piper Hill Foundation
PNY Technologies

Prismatic Development Corporation

Provident Bank

Provident Bank Foundaton

PSKW

Riker Danzig Scherer Hyland & Perretti
Riverview Paving

Rockaway Valley School

RoNetco Supermarkets

Rotary Club of Denville

Rotary Club of Madison

Roxbury School District

Salny Redbord and Rinaldi

Schwartz, Simon, Edelstein & Celso
The Selective Insurance Group Foundation
Shanghai Jazz

Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth
Sparta School District

Sussex County Association of Realtors
Sussex County Clerk

THORLABS

Victims of Crime Act Grant Program
Viscomi-Lyons/Liberty Mutual

Vogel, Chait, Collins & Schneider
Wakefern Food Corporation

Wells Fargo Advisors

Wells Fargo Private Bank

Whippany Park High School

Wiley Malehorn Sirota & Raynes
William E. Simon Foundation

The Willis and Nancy King Foundation

Wilson Elser Moskowitz
Edelman & Dicker

Windsor Academy
Withum, Smith & Brown
Woman'’s Club of Chatham




BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Left to right: John McHugh, Michelle Beatty, Jeanne Bratsafolis, Bernard Schoenfeld, Mindy Beck,

MORRIS ADVISORY BOARD
Rhonda Buzbee

Lynn Devereux

Julie McCormick

Marie Panzera

Dianne Robinson

Marilyn Semer

Joan Sturm

Barbara Ward
Carole Washington
Edward J. Yaw, Ed. D

SUSSEX ADVISORY BOARD
Larry Condit

Steve Goulart, Kathleen McNamara. Not pictured: Brian Amery, Lisa Bromberg, Richard Moore, The Honorable Gerald Hanifan

Stephen Rosenberg, Ken VanDeventer

STAFF

Clockwise from top: Jack Fraebel, Pat Nolan,
Diane Dinklage, Lori Ruzich, Eve Cella,

Lisa Barsky Firkser, Lucy Katzen

Jerome Perlmutter, Esq.

Clockwise from top: Deborah West, Nicole Epps,
Margaret Skar, Carolyn Gildersleeve, Gale Kenny,
Madeehah Aslam, and Janet 0’Connell

18 Cattano Avenue, Morristown, NJ 07960
973.998.7590 Fax 973.998.7589

43-47 High Street, Newton, NJ 07860
973.579.0723 Fax 973.579.0730

WwWw.casamsc.org




